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1.5, Department of Justice

Untted States Attorney
District of New Jersey
Cioil Division

97C Broad Sireet, Suite 700 general munber: (973
Newark, New Jersey 07102 telephone: (975
fax: (97

November §, 2016
BY ECF

Honorable Joseph A. Dickson

United States Magistrate Judge

Martin Luther King Building & U.S. Courthouse
50 Walnut Street

Newark, New Jersey 07102

Re:  Lower Passaic River Study Area CPG v. US EPA,
Civil Action No. 15-CV-7828 (JLLYJAD)

Dear Judge Dickson:

This Office represents the United States Environmental Protection Agency (the “EPA”)
in the above action, a Freedom of Information Act suit brought by the Lower Passaic River
Study Area Cooperative Parties Group (“CPG”).

In accordance with the Court’s October 7, 2016 text order, the EPA is producing its
Revised Supplemental Vaughn Indices contamning the additional information and metadata
described in 1ts September 28, 2016 letter to the Court. See ECF No. 31 at 6-7. These Revised
Supplemental Indices have been sorted by category for Categories 1 - 15, and include CC: and
BCC: mformation as well as additional information about the authors or creators of documents
{(where available) and additional information cross-referencing attachments. See id. Because
CPG did not challenge the sufficiency of the EPA’s Categorical Vaughn Index for Categories 7,
16, 17, and 18, the EPA has not provided individualized category listings for categories 16, 17,
and 18 at this time.' If, however, the Court believes that indices for these three categories would
be helpful, the EPA will prepare them forthwith.

! Category 16 consists of 36 documents described as handwritten attorney notes from

meetings and calls. These documents were described in the Categorical Vaughn Index and in the
description of categories for the Second FOIA request. Category 17 consists of 122 documents
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The EPA has also made a good faith effort to identify and list the individuals identified
on the Indices with the appropriate titles, positions, and/or roles, and is providing that list today.
Please be aware that this list may not encompass all roles, titles, or positions in which an
individual served during the time frames relevant to CPG’s FOIA requests.

Finally, as a result of the efforts described above, the EPA has identified one ematl chain
out of more than 2000 reviewed (document FOIA 0601800007212}, which was released to an
outside party as a BCC. Therefore, the EPA is no longer claiming Exemption 5 and the
deliberative process privilege on this email chain. This email chain is being provided to CPG,
and 1s attached to this letter. Some information within this email chain has been redacted, and
will continue to be withheld under FOIA Exemption 6 for personal privacy.

We thank the Court for considering this matter.
Respectfully submitted,

PAUL J. FISHMAN
United States Attorney

By:  /s/ Kristin Vassallo
KRISTIN L. VASSALLO
Assistant United States Attorney
Attorneys for Defendant

ce: Justin Smith, Hsq. (By ECF)

that were released to Plaintiffs with small amounts of information redacted and withheld under
Exemption 6 for personal privacy, as described in the description of categories for the Third
FOIA Request. These documents were not individually indexed in the Agency’s Categorical
Vaughn Index. Category 18 consists of a single document, which was fully described in the
Agency’s Categorical Vaughn Index within the description of categories for the Third FOIA
Request.
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